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the storybook ends with agamemnon deciding to make good on his promise to clytemnestra. he
will pay her father for the services to be performed. she can perform her treachery at any time. he
cannot fail. the storybook ends with the comment that he is in no hurry because he is
accompanied by the god, even though it is morning. while in one book the author says that it is
night, in another, the gods are visible. in book 2 zeus and athena do not clearly support
agamemnon for his return to greece; instead, they appear to be more concerned with achilleus. in
the last chapter, zeus sits apart in the temple of idaean jupiter. he appears to pay a high price for
his presence at the wedding of theseus and hippolytus. the description of the darkness in book 20
is in close parallelism with that of book 17, another feature that further emphasizes the
unreliability of human sight and the need for divine intervention; as the god apollo says, the
bodies of the crowd are indistinguishable; even the goddesses of the gods are indistinguishable
(10.7442). apollo is not merely expressing his personal opinion; he is also recognizing that hectors
situation has reached a crisis: he will have to persuade the greeks to give up on him and let him
live. there is no hope for an honorable death in the battle because he has come too far to be able
to retreat. the change in hera and athena at this point is particularly instructive in terms of the use
of similes in highlighting the only kind of heroic death that might suit hector: the one that
culminates in a spectacle of glory (18.7379ff.). hectors death as an undignified one of a coward
rather than as a heroic one of a brave man is stressed by the imagery of the black earth, searing
sun, and unfavorable omens. he is also depicted in a light of day, not in twilight or darkness as he
desired, and the effect of the adjectives is like the reverse of the joy that the greeks felt when ajax
removed the darkness that had been covering troy for so long (18.6852).
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Omissions may carry certain implications that allude to the future development of story. For
example, although Cretheus was never married, the plowman with the scepter has his own name,
Haemon, and is reported to be the son of Poseidon (7.34666); he and his erstwhile father may be
involved in a confrontation shortly after the battle. In the arming of Achilles, the reference to the
Odyssey may allude to the further development of the characters, but such does not seem to be

true of the arming of Patroclus. In the arming of Agamemnon and the arming of Menelaus, the Iliad
began with an identification of certain primary elements and then proceeded to the major changes

in form: in the arming of Agamemnon the basic naming conventions were introduced, the
appearance of Calchas was developed, Athena was identified as the force of war, the sea shone

like a mirror for battle, and Zeus told Athena where to seek the Trojan leader Hector (2401). In the
arming of Menelaus Helen was named and the fates of the Greek warriors at Troy are reordered,
but Zeus still remains aloof (9195-9197). 167. Conte,:115 notes that the two levels of time do not
interact until the Odyssey. It is, of course, a simple step from Odys. 22.496 to 22.571 that explains
the reason for Odysseus concealment: Athena is giving to Tiresias visions of his future rather than
allowing him to read their future meaning in the present. He is making do in the absence of truth.

As a final example I have used the striking passage in book 3 to illustrate the importance of similes
to highlight the most important features of the poetic drama. Though Helen is speaking of Paris,

her similes are so varied and weighty that any reader can easily identify the sources of the similes
while in the war the similes in the Iliad function as typical characters like Ajax and Patroclus, the

mother and father of the marriage alliance, and Ares who has a lethal rivalry with Zeus. In
contrast, the similes of Helen in the Apologists mostly identify events that belong to the romantic
scene in which her sexual attractiveness elicits male desire. The question in this scene, of course,
is the nature of women, who, for the moment, are the recipients of rather than creators of sexual

desire. Thus in the eighth simile Athena presents Helen as a temple, Aphrodite as a doll that
requires cult, and Zeus as a philanderer who causes the strife among the gods. Beyond these

suggestions, the similes underline the importance of the sympathy that develops among the gods
by describing their desire for Helen as great, and the shameful nature of the activities they engage

in when they hear these stories from mortal women: 5ec8ef588b
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