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Matematicas Superiores Edwin Galindo - PackaglisteThe major
goal of the proposed research is to develop and test the

effectiveness of a computerized, nonlinear, psychoeducational
approach for the treatment of auditory hallucinations in

psychotic patients. The computer-based treatment program
will take advantage of computer technology to provide a

paradigm which has never before been used in the context of
the hallucination. The conceptual basis for the treatment

program stems from recent work on the perception of speech
and language by schizophrenic patients and patients with
traumatic brain injury. This work suggests that there is a

disruption in the organization of basic units of meaning which
tend to form into sequentially connected units in the normal
listener. The function of the basic units is the organization of
meaning which allows meaningful speech to be perceived.

Disruption of this organization results in perceptual
disintegration of meaning and the perception of irrelevant
information as speech. It is believed that therapy can be

effective in terms of modifying the organization of basic units
of meaning which forms the basis for meaningful perception.

One hypothesis is that the interpretation of the patient's
hallucinations can be modified to enable the patient to
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discriminate basic units of meaning which are irrelevant from
basic units of meaning which are relevant. The purpose is to

modify the patient's perception of meaning rather than to treat
hallucinations as an emergent property of pathological

processes. The project consists of two phases. Phase I will
involve both development and evaluation of a prototype of a
program to be used in Phase II. The prototype will attempt to

match the perceptual organization of the speech of both
normal subjects and patients with hallucinations. We will test

the hypothesis that the prototype will be able to (1) distinguish
temporal structures which are relevant to speech from
temporal structures which are irrelevant; ( 6d1f23a050
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